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A resolution (S. Res. 122) designating April
30, 2009, as ‘“‘Dia de los Ninos: Celebrating
Young Americans,” and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, the motions to reconsider be laid
upon the table, with no intervening ac-
tion or debate, and any statements re-
lated to the resolution be printed in
the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. REs. 122

Whereas many nations throughout the
world, and especially within the Western
hemisphere, celebrate ‘“Dia de los Nifios”’, or
“Day of the Children’”’, on the 30th of April,
in recognition and celebration of their coun-
try’s future—their children;

Whereas children represent the hopes and
dreams of the people of the United States
and are the center of American families;

Whereas children should be nurtured and
invested in to preserve and enhance eco-
nomic prosperity, democracy, and the Amer-
ican spirit;

Whereas according to the latest Census re-
port, there are more than 44,000,000 individ-
uals of Hispanic descent living in the United
States, nearly 15,000,000 of whom are chil-
dren;

Whereas Hispanics in the United States,
the youngest and fastest growing ethnic
community in the Nation, continue the tra-
dition of honoring their children on Dia de
los Ninos, and wish to share this custom
with the rest of the Nation;

Whereas the primary teachers of family
values, morality, and culture are parents and
family members, and we rely on children to
pass on these family values, morals, and cul-
ture to future generations;

Whereas the importance of literacy and
education are most often communicated to
children through family members;

Whereas families should be encouraged to
engage in family and community activities
that include extended and elderly family
members and that encourage children to ex-
plore and develop confidence;

Whereas the designation of a day to honor
the children of the United States will help
affirm for the people of the United States the
significance of family, education, and com-
munity;

Whereas the designation of a day of special
recognition for the children of the United
States will provide an opportunity for chil-
dren to reflect on their future, to articulate
their aspirations, and to find comfort and se-
curity in the support of their family mem-
bers and communities;

Whereas the National Latino Children’s In-
stitute, serving as a voice for children, has
worked with cities throughout the Nation to
declare April 30 as “Dia de los Nifos: Cele-
brating Young Americans’, a day to bring
together Hispanics and other communities
nationwide to celebrate and uplift children;
and

Whereas the children of a nation are the
responsibility of all its people, and people
should be encouraged to celebrate the gifts
of children to society: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates April 30, 2009, as ‘“‘Dia de los
Ninos: Celebrating Young Americans’’; and
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(2) calls on the people of the United States
to join with all children, families, organiza-
tions, communities, churches, cities, and
States across the Nation to observe the day
with appropriate ceremonies, including ac-
tivities that—

(A) center around children, and are free or
minimal in cost so as to encourage and fa-
cilitate the participation of all our people;

(B) are positive and uplifting and that help
children express their hopes and dreams;

(C) provide opportunities for children of all
backgrounds to learn about one another’s
cultures and to share ideas;

(D) include all members of the family, es-
pecially extended and elderly family mem-
bers, so as to promote greater communica-
tion among the generations within a family,
enabling children to appreciate and benefit
from the experiences and wisdom of their el-
derly family members;

(E) provide opportunities for families with-
in a community to get acquainted; and

(F) provide children with the support they
need to develop skills and confidence, and to
find the inner strength and the will and fire
of the human spirit to make their dreams
come true.

————

VIETNAMESE REFUGEES DAY

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 123, which was intro-
duced earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 123) expressing sup-
port for designation of May 2, 2009, as ‘‘Viet-
namese Refugees Day.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, the motions to reconsider be laid
upon the table, with no intervening ac-
tion or debate, and any statements re-
lated to the measure be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 123

Whereas the Library of Congress’ Asian Di-
vision together with many Vietnamese-
American organizations across the United
States will sponsor a ‘‘Journey to Freedom:
A Boat People Retrospective’” symposium on
May 2, 2009;

Whereas Vietnamese refugees were asy-
lum-seekers from Communist-controlled
Vietnam;

Whereas many Vietnamese escaped in
boats during the late 1970s, after the Viet-
nam War and by land across the Cambodian,
Laotian, and Thai borders into refugee
camps in Thailand;

Whereas over 2,000,000 Vietnamese boat
people and other refugees are now spread
across the world, in the United States, Aus-
tralia, Canada, France, England, Germany,
China, Japan, Hong Kong, South Korea, the
Philippines, and other nations;

Whereas over half of all overseas Viet-
namese are Vietnamese-Americans, and Vi-
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etnamese-Americans are the fourth-largest
Asian American group in the United States;

Whereas, as of 2006, 72 percent of Viet-
namese-Americans were naturalized United
States citizens, the highest rate among all
Asian groups;

Whereas Vietnamese-Americans have made
significant contributions to the rich culture
and economic prosperity of the TUnited
States;

Whereas Vietnamese-Americans have dis-
tinguished themselves in the fields of lit-
erature, the arts, science, and athletics, and
include actors and actresses, physicists, an
astronaut, and Olympic athletes; and

Whereas May 2, 2009, would be an appro-
priate day to designate as ‘‘Vietnamese Ref-
ugees Day’’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate supports the des-
ignation of ‘‘Vietnamese Refugees Day’’ in
order to commemorate the arrival of Viet-
namese refugees in the United States, to doc-
ument their harrowing experiences, and sub-
sequent achievements in their new home-
land, to honor the host countries that wel-
comed the boat people, and to recognize the
voluntary agencies and nongovernmental or-
ganizations that facilitated their resettle-
ment, adjustment, and assimilation into
mainstream society in the United States.

———

WORLD PRESS FREEDOM DAY

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 124, which was intro-
duced earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 124) recognizing the
threats to press freedom and expression
around the world and reaffirming press free-
dom as a priority in the efforts of the United
States to promote democracy and good gov-
ernance, on the occasion of World Press
Freedom Day on May 3, 2009.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, on May 3,
people from across the country and
around the world will celebrate World
Press Freedom Day—a time to com-
memorate and honor the principles of
freedom of expression. Established by
the United Nations General Assembly
in 1993, World Press Freedom Day pro-
vides an important opportunity for us
all to remember the journalists and
other members of the news media—of
all nationalities—who have sacrificed
their personal safety, and in some
cases their lives, to ensure the free
flow of information to the public.

Charles Caleb Colton said that ‘“‘Des-
potism can no more exist in a nation
until the liberty of the press be de-
stroyed, than night can happen before
the sun is set.” According to the Inter-
national Federation of Journalists, at
least 109 journalists and other members
of the media have been killed in the
line of duty during 2008. Countless oth-
ers have been arrested and/or detained
simply for performing their profes-
sional duties. Our Founders prized and
protected freedom of the press in our
national charter, the Constitution.
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